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St. Christopher’s uses the following texts as worship aides:
The Book of Common Prayer = BCP
The 1982 Hymnal = H
Wonder, Love & Praise Hymnal = WLP

Today’s Worship Leaders

Celebrant: The Rev Gerardo Brambila
Verger: Patty Emanuelson
Crucifer: Betty Roddy
Gospel Bearer Patty Emanuelson
First Reading and Psalm Chinenye Anako
Second Reading Beth Mayhew
Prayers of the People Patty Emanuelson
Chalice Bearers: Betty Roddy & Patty Emanuelson
Music Director Mr. Don Palm

St. Christopher’s Staff
The Rev. Gerardo Brambila, Rector
Cathy Sheredy, Administrative Assistant
Arturo Jaramillo, Sexton
Don Palm, Music Director & Organist
Arturo & Isabel Jaramillo, Hispanic Music Leader & Vocalists

Vestry Members
Patty Emanuelson, Senior Warden
Bill Masters, Junior Warden
Diane Plein, Clerk of the Vestry
Mona Guarino, Treasurer
Chinenye Anako, Member-at-Large
Marva Martinez, Member-at-Large
Mary Salgado, Member-at-large
Mike Soock , Member-at-Large
Eric Tapia, Member-at-Large
Dick Young, Member-at-Large

Do you know someone who would benefit from prayer? Contact us! Would you like more information
about something you read in the announcements? Contact us! Do you have an idea for fellowship or
fund-raising? Contact us! Maybe you would like to talk with Fr. Gerardo? Contact us! Have a pastoral
emergency (hospitalization, accident, family issues, something similar)? Contact us! Lots of
information on the message! And you can leave one too!

But, if you have a pastoral emergency, please call Fr. Gerardo at 602-405-4588 and leave a message.

Church Office Hours:

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Office Phone: 623-972-1100.



Collect of the Day

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also
an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his
redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson
Genesis 45:1-15

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he
cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when
Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the
Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his
brothers, “l am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years;
and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive
for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land
of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You
shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children
and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you
have. | will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to
come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to
poverty.” And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is
my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly | am
honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down
here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin
wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.



The Psalm
Psalm 133

1. Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!
2. ltis like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,
3. Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
4. ltis like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
5. For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.

The Epistle
Romans 11:1-23a, 29-32

| ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected
his people whom he foreknew.

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience,
so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they
too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he
may be merciful to all.

The Holy Gospel
Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28

[Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the
mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you
know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.
Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to
us.” Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?
But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what



defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication,
theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile.”]

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy
on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did
not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “l was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to
the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let
it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
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The Prayers of the People Form VI

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and
work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God,;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Jennifer, our Bishop, Gerardo, our Rector;
and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the
men and women of our Armed Forces serving in our military serving at
home and abroad, including the United States Air Force, Army, Coast
Guard, Marines, Navy, Space Force and Merchant Marines. We pray
specifically for Matt, Zach, Christopher, and Tierra.

Defend them day-by-day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them
in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils
which beset them; grant them a sense of your adding presence
wherever they may be.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
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The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom.

The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS

1. WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS
ALL OUR SINS AND GRIEFS TO BEAR
WHAT A PRIVILEDGE TO CARRY
EVERYTHING TO GOD IN PRAYER

O WHAT PEACE WE OFTEN FORFEIT
O WHAT NEEDLESS PAIN WE BEAR
ALL BECAUSE WE DO NOT CARRY
EVERYTHING TO GOD iN PRAYER

2. HAVE WE TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS?
IS THERE TROUBLE ANY WHERE?
WE SHOULD NEVER BE DISCOURAGED
TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER

CAN WE FIND A FRIEND SO FAITHFUL?
WHO WILL ALL OUR SORROWS SHARE?
JESUS KNOWS OUR EVERY WEAKNESS
TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER

3. ARE WE WEAK AND HEAVY LADEN
CUMBERED WITH A LOAD OF CARE
WE SHOULD NEVER FEEL DISCOURAGED
TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER

DO THY FRIENDS DESPISE FORSAKE THEE
TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER

IN HIS ARMS HE'LL TAKE AND SHIELD THEE
THOU WILT FIND A SOLACE THERE



Just a Closer Walk with Thee

1. | am weak, but thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; I'll
be satisfied as long as | walk,

let me walk close to thee. (Refrain)

Refrain: Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, is my plea,

daily walking close to thee: Let

it be, dear Lord, let it be.

2. Through this world of toil and snares,
if | falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?

None but thee, dear Lord,

none but thee (Refrain)

3. When my feeble life is o’er,

time for me will be no more;

guide me gently, safely o’er

to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore. (Refrain)



St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
Weekly Announcements
August 16, 2026

Our Vision: One congregation worshiping and serving in two languages.
Our Mission: We are the heart, hands, and feet of Jesus: welcoming all to worship
and serving those in need to the glory of God.

Please leave the music inserts and the Prayers of the People inserts in the pews or
in the narthex. Thank you for helping to save administrative costs.

AUGUST LADIES LUNCHEON: The August Ladies Luncheon is on Thursday, August 20th
at 11:30 a.m. Bonnie Franco has graciously offered the use the Grand View Restaurant
located at Grand View Terrace, 14515 West Granite Valley Drive in Sun City West. (Cash
or charge both accepted.) Unfortunately, we can only have twelve people, so Sue
Schlichting needs to know who will attend. Please call Sue at 623-337-6341 and let her
know if you plan to attend. If anybody wants to carpool, we can meet at the church
parking lot at 11:00. Thank you.

SPARKLE & SHINE HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE: Itis that time again! The Christmas Boutique will
be October 23-25, Friday - Sunday. We need our crafters to get those beautiful items
ready for our St Christopher’s Boutique table. We have postcards available for you to
share with your family, friends and neighbors and invite them to attend. You can also
share them with vendors if you are visiting other Craft shows or Events and invite them
to join us in October. If you have any questions please see Barbara Jackson or Mona
Guarino during coffee hour or send a note to Cathy in the office and she will forward it to
me. Working together will help us have another successful event.

MINISTRY MEETING: The Ministry Meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 18t"at
10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall.

SUNDAY SERVICE TIME CHANGE: Reminder that in August and September, the Spanish
Sunday service will begin at 8:00 a.m. English service remains the same at 9:30 a.m.

STREAMING LINK: As a reminder, if you are unable to attend church in person, you can
view both the English and Spanish services via our streaming link (below). Both English
and Spanish bulletins can be found on the webpage and are sent out via email on
Fridays. If you have any questions regarding the link, please speak with Bill Lynn.
https://www.youtube.com/@StChris SunCityAZ/streams



https://www.youtube.com/@StChris_SunCityAZ/streams

WATER DRIVE: This year we will be collecting money and/or water for Valley View Food
Bank as a way of assisting St. Christopher’s community. Valley View will provide will share
the water with the homeless who find themselves outside in the summer heat. There is
a blessings container available to leave monetary donations or you can drop a check or

cash (in an envelope) in the offering plate. Be sure to mark the envelope or check “Valley
View Water Donation.” Thank you.

FELLOWSHIP AND COFFEE HOUR
You're Invited! — Coffee Fellowship Gathering
We'd love for you to join us for a time of fellowship and warm conversation and friendly
faces.
Date: Every Sunday
Time: After Worship Service
Location: Parish Hall
We can’t wait to see you there!
Coffee hour is in need of extra hands to help in the kitchen. And coffee hour is always in
need of donations of cookies, donuts, coffee cakes, fruit trays — anything you would like to
bring. Look for the sign-up sheet in the kitchen.

J.P. and Donna host this week’s coffee fellowship.
We really do appreciate the help everyone gives each week! Thank you!

FOOD BANK/FOOD DRIVE: Next week is “Soup and Chili” Sunday. Please bring cans of
soup or broth, or packets of soup, bean mix or canned or dry ingredients for chili. Thank you so
much for your kindness and generosity.~There is no exercise better for the heart than reaching
down and lifting people up.”— John Holmes

Monthly Food Bank Donations

August 10 2026 Total
Weight 40 lbs. 1,212 Ibs.
Cash $710.00
Water Project $23.00 $579.00
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Monthly Thrift Shop Stats

August 10 August Total 2026 Year Total
Bargains $397.00 $754.00 $15,772.15**
Bookstore $44.00 $97.00 $1,568.55

**Bargains total includes all monies previously received from Big Brothers/Big Sisters

BOOT FUND: The Boot Fund totaled $259.00 this past week bringing the total for the year
as $668.00. This money will be used in late fall to purchase gift cards for shoes for
children at Cheyenne Elementary.

This Week’s Prayer List

One of the ways we care for one another in this church is through prayer. We believe that prayer
is powerful and can bring comfort, healing, and peace. Today, we pray for the people below.

* Kelli Abel * Makayla Abel * Juan Gabriel Aleman * Chinenye Anako * Nnenna Anako *
* Anne * Jim Barnette * Judy Broeder * Jan Browning & granddaughter Kia * Tim Buffery *
* Karen Butler * Tom Camper * John Card * Clive Chancey * Claudio * Sharon Cook *

* Jane Cooley * Jean Durrett * Kathryn Frantz * Fr. Gerardo * Cathy & Gary Gustin *

* Karen Harry * Michael Heap * Judith * Kim * Barbara Kimball * Archie Lafferty *

* Gene Lapham * Terry Lewis * Domingo Lopez * Ernesto Martinez * Marva Martinez *

* Jeff McBride * Brenda McCormick * Mia * Shawn Mirigian * Bryan Nance * Hivanny Oliver *
* Marla Karla Pallas * Don Palm * Paul & Paula * Joanne Porter * Ramon * Jill Renner *

* Rick & Robbie * Betty Roddy * Javier Sanchez * Socorro Sanchez * Sherrie * Stella *

* Anna Van Scoter * David Scott (Barbara Kimball’s son) * Victoria * Lynn Viviano-Webb *
* Barbara Welsh * Steve Wheatley * Janet Young * Ester Zamora *

For those who have died

*Steven Blankenship * Carol Masters * Jo Anne Hansen *

Vestry

Patty Emanuelson, Senior Warden * Bill Masters, Junior Warden,
Diane Plein, Clerk of the Vestry * Mona Guarino, Treasurer

Members at Large

Chinenye Anako * Marva Martinez * Maria Salgado * Mike Soock * Eric Tapia * Dick Young *
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St. Christopher’s Staff

The Rev. Gerardo Brambila, Rector * Cathy Sheredy, Administrative Assistant
Arturo Jaramillo, Sexton
Don Palm, Music Director & Organist
Arturo & Isabel Jaramillo, Hispanic Music Leaders & Vocalists

Contact Us!

When your home address, or phone number, or email changes so the church records can be
amended. When you are planning to move - either out of town or locally. When you feel the
church can assist you in any way. Do you know someone who would benefit from

prayer? Would you like more information about something you read in the

announcements? Do you have an idea for fellowship or fund-raising? Do you have a pastoral
emergency (hospitalization, accident, family issues, something similar)?.0r maybe you would
just like to talk with Father Gerardo? PLEASE CONTACT US!

But, if you do have a pastoral emergency, please call Father Gerardo at 602-405-4588 and leave
a message.

Church Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Office Phone: 623-972-1100.
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